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sure to be followed by a national helter-skelter down-hill
headlong. And Mrs. Lawrence was not one of the
corrupt, he argued: she concealed what it was decent
to conceal; without pouting hypocritical pretences; she
had merely dispensed with idle legal formalities, in the
prettiest curvetting airy wanton way, to divorce the man
who tried to divorce her, and "whined to be forgiven
when he found he couldn't. Adderwood was ready to
marry her to-morrow, if the donkey husband would but
go and bray his last. Half a dozen others were heads off
on the same course to that goal."

That was her champion's perusal of a lady candidly
asserting her right to have breeched comrades, and paying
for it in the advocacy which compromises. She was
taken to be and she was used as a weapon wherewith to
strike at our Pharisees. Women pushing out into the
world for independence, bleed heavy payments all round.

The earl's double-edged defence of her was partly a
vindication of another husband, who allowed his wife to
call her friend; he was nevertheless assured of her not
being corrupt, both by his personal knowledge of the
lady, and his perception of her image in 'the bosom of his
wife. She did no harm there, he knew well. Although
he was not a man to put his trust in faces, as his young
secretary inclined to do, Mrs. Lawrence's look of honest
boy did count among the pleadings. And somewhat so
might a government cruiser observe the intrusion of a
white sailed yacht in protected sea-waters, where licenced
trawlers are at the haul.

Talk over the table coursed as fluently as might be,
with Mrs. Pagnell for a boulder in the stream. Unin-
formed by malice, she led up to Lord Adderwood's name,
and perhaps more designedly spoke of Mr. Morsfield, on
whom her profound reading into the female heart of the
class above her caused her to harp, as " a real Antinous,"
that the ladies might discuss him and Lord Ormont wax
meditative.

Mrs. Lawrence pitied the patient gentleman, while
asking him in her mind who was the author of the
domestic burden he had to bear.